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The Crown may by Order in Council or letters patent legislate under
the prerogative for certain colonies.1
Lapse of time does not bar the right of the Crown to prosecute, Prerogatives
but there are many statutes which impose a time limit. All criminal
prosecutions are brought in the name of the Crown. The Crown
may stop a prosecution by the entry of a nolle prosequi, a prerogative
power exercised by the Attorney-General.2 The Crown too may
pardon convicted offenders or remit or reduce a sentence on the
advice of the Home Secretary.3 It is by virtue of the prerogative
that the Crown grants special leave to appeal from British courts
overseas to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.4 But most
States of the Commonwealth have abolished all appeals to the Privy
Council.
The Sovereign is commander-in-chief of all the armed forces of Prerogatives
the Crown.  The Navy, though its recruitment and discipline are *jjf^^S
regulated by statute (Naval Enlistment Acts, 1835 to 1884, and Naval Forces.
Discipline Acts, 1866-8 ^ is a prerogative force maintained with-
out any direct statutory authority. The Bill of Rights prohibits
the keeping of a standing army within the realm in time of peace
without the consent of Parliament, and this prohibition includes all
forces serving on land. Thus the authority of Parliament is required
to authorise the maintenance of the Army, the Royal Air Force and,
for their employment ashore, the Royal Marines.6 Their control,
organisation and disposition are within the prerogative. All officers
of the Army and Air Force hold their commissions from the Queen.
Naval officers' commissions are Admiralty commissions, signed by
two naval members of the Board of Admiralty; a Jg^g^fle^of^the
Queen's signature is appended at the top.	^-^«^
The Sovereign appoints Ministers and Judges of the Supreme Appoint-
Court and makes appointments to all the principal offices in State g^ts and
and Church and to membership of Royal Commissions to enquire    onours-
into matters of controversy. Appointments to all posts in the Civil
Service are appointments to the service of the Crown, though made
by and in the name of ministerial heads of departments.   The
Sovereign too is the sole fountain of honour and alone can create
peers and confer honours and decorations.
Taxation, including local rates, is not payable in respect of income Immunities
received by the Sovereign as such.  Nor is it payable on Crown fr°m
properties or in respect of income received on behalf of the Crown    axa I0n'
by a servant of the Crown in the course of official duties; Bank
voor^ Handel en Scheepvgart N.V. v. Administrator of Hungarian
Property, [1954] A.C. 584.        ~	-• —	*-—'
1 Part X., Chap. 2, A.	a P. 245, posit.
* P. 245, post.	* Part X., Chap. 4.
5 As subsequently amended.	6 See Part IX., Chap. 1.

